Stroke mortality in Andalusia (Spain) from 1975 to 1999: effect of age, birth cohort and period of death.
The aim of this study was to analyze stroke mortality rates in Andalusia during the period from 1975 to 1999 by studying age, cohort and period effects. Deaths due to stroke along with the corresponding population figures were divided into 11 age groups and five 5-year periods. From this, age-specific mortality rates for 15 birth cohorts were then computed. These were plotted and fitted to Poisson regression models to assess age, period and cohort effects. An exponential age effect was present for both sexes regardless of cohort or period. The rates of stroke mortality decreased significantly among both sexes in Andalusia during the study period, although in recent years, this declining trend has started to slow down, primarily in males. Age- and period-adjusted stroke mortality was greater for earlier cohorts and lower for generations born at the beginning of the 20th century.